Introduction.
This second edition volume will present an updated, state-of-the art description and analysis of the rapidly expanding field of store-operated Ca2+ entry (SOCE). And this first part will deal with the most fundamental mechanistic concepts underlying this process. In this brief introduction, I will try to summarize the historical development of the concept of store-operated Ca2+ entry and say a bit about some recent work that speaks to its general function in cell signaling. Much of the material below is taken from the Introduction to the first edition, updated for the second edition.